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CHRONOLOGY OF 

fc* - - 

PRESIDENTIAL DECISIONS 


24 Feb 


24 Feb 


26 Feb 


28 Feb 


CINCPAC Sharp recommended 2/3 MEB for 

240315Z security at Da Nang, 

JCSM 130-65 JCS .recommended 2/3 MEB ^f or 
security. 

Deptel 1840 State told Ambassador 2/3 MEB 

approved for landing contingent 
on GVN approval. /Pep SecD§f 
approval on^ 25 , Feb J Remaining 
elements of MEB deferred. 

Embtel 2789 Taylor told State he'd get GVN 
approval for, 2 BLX3 to land at 
Da Nang. He said that should be 
all we send and that they woulcj 
eventually. be felievecLby Viet^ 
.fojrces. ’ 


Appr. 
25 Feb 


14 Mar 


CSA Memo for 
SecDef S- JCS 


Gen Johnson recommended 
21 separate measures for 
increased support of the 
GVN. Measures merely were 
Increases in the same vein \ 

as previous steps. He also 
proposed deployment of up 
to a full U.S. division for 
security. .of various bases 
with the concomitant release 
of Viet troops from security 
mission for combat. The U.S. 

Division could go either to 
coastal enclaves and Saigon 
or into the 11 Corps high- 
lands. Finally, Johnson 
proposed a foufrdi vision 
force comprised, of JJ.S^ and 
SE/VTO t/oops. along the DMZ- 
and into Laos to contain NVN 
infiltration of men and 
supplies. BECLAS?-'I— 3 
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Pres, appr 
21 pts. 

15 Mar & 
again on 
1 Apr; 
deferred 
the rest. 
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15 Mar 


JCS met 
w/Pres. 


President urged the JCS to 
come up with measures to 
"kill more VC n ; he approved 
most of Gen Johnson's recom- 
mendat i ons * 


1-2 Apr NSC meetings President Johnson decided^ to 


wi th Amb 

Taylor 

present. 


send two more Marine battalions 
to Da Nang and Phu Bai and to 
alter the mission of U.S. com- 
bat forces n to permit their 
more active use" under condi- 
tions to be established by the 
Secy of State in consultation 
with SecDef . He also approved 
18 to 20,000 man increase in U*S. 
forces to fill out existing 
units and provide needed logis- 
tic personnel • (All of these 
changes were to be contingent 
on GVN concurrence.) A slowl y 
ascending tempo in response to 
rises in enemy rates of activity 
was approved for the Rol 1 i n g 
T hunder prog ram. The President 
agreed to overtures to GOA, GNZ, 
and to RQK, seeking combat sup- 
port from them. 


NSAM 328 
6 Apr 


U.i 


20 -Af>r„. 


Honolulu* 

Conference 


McNamara, McNaughton, W. Bundy , 
Taylor, Wheeler, Sharp and 
Westmorel and reached concensus 
that: (1) the DRV was unlikely 

to quit in the next six months 
and probably would only give up 
because of VC "pain 11 in the 
South rather than bomb damage 
in the North; (2) RT was about 
right but wouldn't do the job 
alone; (3) best strategy would 
be to break the DRV/ VC wilU-ky 
effectively denying them victo/y 
and bringing about negot iations.* 
thrgugh the enemyJs- 4®potencfe. 
They proposed establishing four 
brigade-sized enclaves, in addi- 
tion to Da Nang - Hue/Phu Bai , 
at Bien Hoa/Vunq Tau (3 Army 
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21 Apr 


battal i ons plus 1 GOA battalion); 

Chu Ui (3 BL T s plus 3 Marine 

TFS); Qui Nhon (3 Army battalions)* 
and Quang Ngai (3 rok battalions).’ 
Added on to the 4 USMC BLTs 
(33 ,000 U.S. tro ops) and 2000 
ROK troops already in Vietnam 
the total was to be 82,000 U.S. 
and 7250 3d country troops. 
Mentioned for possible later 
deployment were; a U.S. Air- 
mobile Division, a Corps Hq, 
an ROK Div (-) , and the remain- 
der of the ill MEF (2 battalions). 

It was agreed that ARVN and U.S. 
units would be "brigaded" for 
operations, that the U.S. would 
try single managers of U.S. effort 
■n 3 provinces as an experiment, 
that MEDCAP would be expanded 
and that a study of fringe bene- 
fits for RVNAF would be undertaken. 

SecDef Memo McNamara sent the Honolulu 

n, a 0 facommendat i ons to the President 

The President essentially as descr ibid" above.’ 


5 May 


I SA Memo to 
OepSecDef 


5^ay 
7 May 


McNaughton informed Vance that 
a portion of the for^ickage 
listed as "approved" by the JCS 
m JCSM 321-65 was in fact a 
part of the not-yet sanctioned 
three-division plan. 

Main body of 173d Airborne Brigade 
arrived -at -Vung Jau. •• 

Marines began landing at Chu Lai. 


8 June 


Press 

Conference 


State Dept Press Officer, 
t°ld the press that U.S. troops 
would be mad e available fight 
alongside Viet forces when ^ if 
necessary. 
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9 June 


White House 

Press 

Release 




Statement released which said that 
there had been no recent change in 
mission of U.S. combat units. They 
would help the Viets if help was 
requested and COMUSMACV felt U.S. 
troops were requi red. 


15 June 


16 June 


18 June 


McNamara gave the green light for 
planning to deploy the airmobile 
division to SVN by 1 September. . 

Press McNamara a nnounced deployments to 

Conference SVN that would bring U.S. strength 
there to between 70,000 and 75,000 
men. 20,000 of these would be com- 
bat troops and more would be sent 
if necessary. He said U.S. troops 
were needed because the RVNAF to VC 
force ratio of less than 4 to 1 was 
too low to enable the GVN to cope 
with the threat. Total U.S. Bns . 
after deployments w^'uld be 1$. 

White House McGeorge Bundy passed on to McNamara 
Memo to the President's concern that "we find 

SecDef more dramatic and effective actions 

in SVN..." 


22 June 


Unsigned 
Memo to 
SecDef 


10 July. Deftel 5582 


McNanara told that the President 
could wait until 10 July to approve 
the deployment of the airmobile 
division if SecDef is immediately 
given the go-ahead for readiness 
preparation. The question of re- 
moval of the two Army brigades 
was to be reconsidered in August. 

McNauahton told Taylor that it 
had been decided to deploy 10,400 
logistic and support troops by 
15 August to support current 
force levels and to receive the 
airmobile division, if deployed. 
GVN concurrence sought. 
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17 July 


28 July 




SEfiSi ilvr 


NMCC Vance told McNamara that the 

1 72042Z President had decided to go 

ahead with the plan to deploy 
34 U.S. battalions and that he . 
was favorably disposed to the 
call-up of reserves and exten- 
sion of tours of active duty 
personnel . 

Presidential The President told the press 
Press that he had ordered the air- 

Conference mobile division and other units 
to SVN. Strength after these * 
deployments would be 125,000 
and more would be sent if re- 
quired. He also said he'd 
decided not to call up reserve 
at that juncture. 
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